
Nearly 300 guests joined in celebrating 
the Little Baby Face Foundation’s achieve-
ments at the ninth annual gala benefit, 
Believe in Miracles IX on November 17th at 
Bridgewaters at the South Street Seaport. 

The event which included cocktails 
and a sumptuous buffet, dancing, raffle 
drawing, and live and silent auctions, 
raised more than $200,000 to support 
our efforts to treat children from across 
the U.S. and around the world suffering 
with cleft lip/palates, missing or mal-
formed ears and other disfiguring facial 
deformities. Heartfelt thanks go to our 
Gold Believer Sponsors: Michael and 
Lynda Gardner of Baytree Capital and 
Barbara Klippert and Richard Wiener, 
and Silver Believer Sponsors: The Blaier 
Family of Tristate Shearing-Bending, 
North Shore–LIJ Health System and 
Henry Vinson and Herb Walker, as well 
as all those who attended and bid on our 
fantastic live and silent auction prizes.

The evening was filled with many warm 
testimonials, including a touching speech 
by LBFF patient 13 year-old Mateo Usma 
from Florida. Both he and his 10-year old 
brother Jorge have had surgery to correct 
their congenital ear deformities. Guests 
also enjoyed an poignant video “Trans-
forming Lives and Faces of Children” which 
highlighted the life-changing journey of 
recent patients and their families, some of 
whom were in attendance at the gala. The 
video also included testimonials from vol-
unteers, donors and our medical team all 
of whose efforts and dedication made this 
another gratifying year for the Foundation. 
The video can be viewed on www.little-
babyface.org and YouTube.

Our auctioneer, Dr. Max Gomez, Emmy-
Award winning medical journalist for CBS, 
motivated guests to enthusiastically bid on 
this year’s live auction which included an 
exotic Mediterrean cruise and a VIP tour of 
the set of the hit TV show, Mad Men. 

Pictured here are some highlights of the 
evening.

BELIEVE IN MIRACLES IX
Annual Fundraising Gala Celebrates 
the Foundation’s Accomplishments

IN THE NEWS: Bullying
LBFF Provides Help
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SAMANTHA SHAW from South Dakota is 7 years 
old and was born with deformed “cup” ears that stuck 
out. Additionally, her right ear had a malformation 
called a “lop” ear that flopped inward in a curl. Chil-
dren have made fun of her and called her Dumbo and 
Monkey Ears.  “Adults are the worst,” said her Mom, 
“right in front of her they’ve called her ears gross. I’m 
worried about bullying and her self-esteem.”

ABC News “Good Morning America” aired an emo-
tional segment about Samantha’s mother contacting 
Little Baby Face Foundation. ABC’s TV video instantly 
went viral on the Web. It spread rapidly throughout 
top news sites including Huffingpost.com, Yahoo.com 
and the Daily News and appeared on countless blogs. 
Within two days the video was viewed at least 30,000 
times. Visits to our website skyrocketed! There was 
an inpouring of applications from desperate parents 
of children with birth defects. Most of these families 
cannot afford the necessary surgeries and many insur-
ance plans refuse to cover what they deem “cosmetic 
surgery.” Our mission is to help as many children as we 
can raise the funds for.

Arianna Adan, 10, who recently received ear reconstruction surgery, 
pictured with medical advisory board member Dr. Constance Chen

LBFF benefit committee chair Diane Romo with the Usma Family

continued on page 4

OHIyESA EASTMAN, a Native American from 
the tribe Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate, received free 
ear reconstruction surgery from LBFF. His mother 
wrote this moving letter to us:

“He is teased beyond anything you can believe. He 
is harrassed and bullied. He gets anxiety when in 
public. I sincerely hope that you can help him. It 
would be a life change for the positive if he could 
get his ears fixed.”

Ohi’s journey was featured on Nick News with Linda 
Ellerbee. The title of the show was “Minor Adjustments: 
Kids and Cosmetic Surgery.” Ellerbee spoke with 
children who had undergone cosmetic procedures.

(l to r): Paul Annunziato, Major Charles Kilbride, Mrs. Sandy 
Kilbride, Heather Annunziato, Actor Tony Lo Bianco, LBFF board 
member Lauralouise Duffy Blatt, her husband Anric Blatt and 
Mr. Jack Moore 

The Blaier family (left to right): Alan, Michele, Jessica, Brittany, 
and Meagan

click here to  
DONATE NOW!

https://www.cartserver.com/sc/securepage.cgi?www.littlebabyface.org/donation.html
http://www.littlebabyface.org/videos.html
http://www.littlebabyface.org/videos.html
http://www.youtube.com/littlebabyfaceorg
http://www.littlebabyface.org/images/news/LBFFnews_Winter_2012.pdf
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Message from the President
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Dear Friends,

Your donations were hard at work this year, particularly helping kids who suffer 
from harassment and bullying due to their facial deformities. Ridiculed by other 
children, stared at by adults and saddened when they see their images in the mirror, 
the children featured in this newsletter are just a few of the nearly 300 whose 
families have contacted us for help this year. Many of these families learned about 
LBFF as a result of numerous nationally broadcast programs focusing on bullying 
and featuring the Foundation. The children we have helped thus far started their 

school year with new-found confidence, self-worth and bright smiles which will positively affect their 
future relationships and social development.

We could not help these kids without the dedicated and selfless contributions from our Board of Directors 
and Medical Advisory Board. Our MAB not only provides pro bono medical services, they spend count-
less hours reviewing patient files and evaluating those for future treatments. Thanks also to our donors, 
like you, who continue to support our mission. Once again this year, we are proud to be the recipients of 
donations small and large, from the NYC Public School students who tirelessly collected thousands of pennies 
through the Common Cents Penny Harvest campaign, to our corporate and foundation supporters.

Our LBFF families believe miracles can really happen as, in the words of one child’s mother, “Little Baby 
Face is a Godsend. We felt so honored to be chosen.” With your help we can continue to make miracles 
happen!

Sincerely yours,

Thomas Romo III, M.D., F.A.C.S.

Historic Wykagyl Country Club in New Rochelle, 
New York was the site for the Third Annual LBFF 
Golf Outing in August. Golfers spirits were not 
dampened by the rain showers that interrupted play 
as they continued to enjoy the camaraderie of fellow 
golfers, guests and volunteers throughout the after-
noon and evening with a sumptuous buffet, cock-
tails, awards presentations and raffles. LBFF Medical 
Advisory Board members Drs. Richard Elias, William 
Louie and Steven Pearlman chaired the event and 
LBFF is grateful for their hard work in making it 
another successful fundraiser to benefit our mission.

HOST AN EVENT TO SuppORT LBFF

Bruins Hockey Star Zdeno Chara and a Fan
6-foot-9 Chara took advantage of an off day 
for the Bruins to come to Manchester, NH 
and launch the inaugural Big Z Challenge to 
benefit the Little Baby Face Foundation. 
Many thanks go to Drs. Bryan Hoertdo-
erfer and Tom Connelly who hosted the 
event and volunteered their time for the 
foundation. Chara signed autographs and 
was photographed with fans who paid 
$30 each to attend the event. The total 
proceeds of $3,000 were donated to LBFF.

Third Annual Golf Outing Bruins Fans Raise Funds

mailto:info@littlebabyface.org
http://www.littlebabyface.org
http://www.RomoPlasticSurgery.com


DID YOU KNOW: 
Facts about Facial Paralysis

Facial paralysis, or palsy, refers to the partial, or total loss of 
function of the muscles of facial expression that are served by 
the facial nerve. These muscles are the ones that create a smile, 
purse your lips to kiss, prevent drooling when you eat, close your 

eyes, and lift your eyebrows.
Most people are familiar with facial paralysis that is caused by 

a stroke, or by Bell’s Palsy where there is a drooping of the face and 
forehead, and a loss of normal movements of the face.

What is Facial paralysis?
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LBFF Medical Advisory Board Member  
Fredrick A. Valauri, Md, FACS 

A Diplomate of the American Board of Plastic Surgery, Dr. Valauri performs cosmetic and 
reconstructive plastic surgery. He is fellowship trained in microsurgery and hand surgery, and 
is Chief of the Microsurgery Section at Lenox Hill Hospital, and a founding member of the 
Medical Advisory Board of LBFF. 

Dr. Vaulauri is a patient advocate, educator, and author. He is a member of the American 
Society of Plastic Surgeons, the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, American Society 
for Reconstructive Microsurgery, World Society for Reconstructive Microsurgery, and the 
American Society for Peripheral Nerve. 

He is also a past President of the New York Regional Plastic Surgery Society, past member of 
the editorial board of The Journal of Reconstructive Microsurgery, and a reviewer for the Journal of 
Reconstructive Plastic Surgery.

Among the many causes of facial paralysis include cut-
ting the facial nerve due to tumor surgery, or from injury of 
the cheek; fractures of the skull that crush the facial nerve; 
viral infections including Lyme Disease, and Herpes Zoster 
that cause swelling of the facial nerve in the boney canal in 

the skull; acoustic neuroma surgery, mastoid bone surgery, and 
parotid gland surgery for tumors near the facial nerve. Causes 
of facial paralysis in children include brainstem tumors, or birth 
defects such as hemifacial microsomia and Mobius Syndrome, 
where the facial nerve and/or its nucleus fails to develop.

Why does Facial paralysis Occur?

Children afflicted with facial paralysis are first evaluated 
with a thorough history and physical examination, as well as 
diagnostic studies including MRI, CAT scans, and electrical 
conduction tests of the facial nerve. Treatments are uniquely 
formulated for each child’s particular case. 

In some cases physical therapy with or without selective 
Botox muscle blocks and muscle exercises will help re-train 
and re-balance the partially weakened facial muscles. 

In most cases, however, surgical intervention with lo-
cal muscle slings, or cross-face nerve grafts combined with 
microvascular muscle auto-transplants may be necessary. A 
nerve is taken from the leg and used like an extension cord 

to connect from a branch of the functioning facial nerve on the 
un-paralyzed side to the paralyzed side. Then using a micro-
scope and sutures thinner than a hair, a muscle is auto-trans-
planted from the patient’s thigh to the paralyzed side of the 
face restoring its circulation by connecting the transplanted 
muscle’s blood vessels (artery and vein) to facial vessels. Then 
the nerve graft is connected to the transplanted muscle’s nerve. 
As a result, when the patient attempts to smile, an impulse goes 
from the good side of the face along the cross-facial nerve graft 
activating the transplanted muscle which contracts to restore 
a smile to the paralyzed side of the face. For more information 
see www.facialpalsycenterofny.com

What Type of Care do These Children Require?

http://www.facialpalsycenterofny.com


Help Us Help Matthew!
Devaun Mingo, from Montclair, 
NJ applied to the Little Baby Face 
Foundation after he had received 
surgery elsewhere. Doctors closed 
his bilateral cleft lip but left him 
with large scars on his face and a 
pronounced nasal deformity.

Devaun is 8-years-old and has 
been the target of school bullies  
because he looks “different.”

With your help we can help Devaun 
and other children like him. At a time 
when America is in a financial crisis 
we make U.S. citizens a top priority. 

Despite his many birth deformities, Matthew is an energetic 16-year old high 
school sophomore who loves track. He was born with Goldenhare Syndrome, 
bi-lateral microtia and atresia—he’s deaf in both ears. He was also born with 
a bilateral cleft/lip palate which was repaired at a young age by doctors in 
Flagstaff, AZ.  Last month, LBFF doctors repaired his nose. Microtia surgery 
is planned in coming months as well as procedures to correct his jaw and 
numerous dental problems. With your help we can provide these necessary 
treatments so that Matthew can continue to run track and enjoy a full life! 

Devaun MingoMaTTHeW HonvanTeWa

In tHe news: Bullying

Drawing by Hady Eizein

“We improve the lives of individuals,  
not just make them look better.”  

— Dr. Thomas Romo, III

a DonaTion of $50
Pays for Volunteers who escort   
patients and family members  
during recovery time in NYC
a DonaTion of $10 0
Pays for Prescription expenses
a DonaTion of $250
Pays for food, transportation,  
and telephone expenses for  
patients during stay in NYC 
a DonaTion of $15 0 0
Pays for airfare for patients to  
and from NYC 
a DonaTion of $25 0 0
Pays for Hospital  expenses

YouR LBff DonaTionS in aCTion … 
where does the money go?

Where to send your  
ConTRiBuTionS:

online:  
www.littlebabyface.org 

or mail to:  
Little Baby face foundation 

135 east 74th Street 
new York, nY 10021


